
Spain & Portugal fact-checking brief
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This quarterly report collects the main hoaxes and disinformation narratives
detected in Spain and Portugal from October to December 2023 by the
fact-checking organisations integrated into the IBERIFIER hub.

Find more information at: www.iberifier.eu
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http://www.iberifier.eu


1. Most repeated hoaxes and disinformation campaigns
October — December 2023

In Spain

● War in the Gaza Strip
● Amnesty law and protests in front of the PSOE headquarters
● Pedro Sánchez reelection and formation of the new government
● Climate misinformation in the context of low winter temperatures in Europe
● Immigration
● Christmas Holidays phishing scams

In Portugal

● Immigration
● Inflation
● War in Ukraine
● War in the Gaza Strip

2. Main hoaxes

Many of the main hoaxes in both Spain and Portugal are related to the war between Israel and
Hamas. There are those attacking Palestinians with a disinformation narrative that claims they
are using actors posing as victims (1, 2) and there are also hoaxes against Israel claiming that
its soldiers shot at civilians during the attack on the "Tribe of Nova" festival or about attacks on
humanitarian aid shipments to Gaza. The aftermath of the war in Gaza also generated
disinformation at the national and European level. For example, there were hoaxes about the
European Union's position on the conflict, or numerous pieces of disinformation about an
alleged increase in the anti-terrorist level of alert and the possibility of an imminent attack in
Spain in response to what was happening in Gaza.

In Spain, the other major topic of the main misinformation is the processing of the amnesty law
(1, 2) and the demonstrations in front of the PSOE headquarters to protest against it (1, 2).

Also noteworthy in Spain were the examples of scam attempts using images of celebrities or
those using false offers to take advantage of the increase in consumption at Christmas.

In Portugal, the main hoaxes of the quarter were related to immigration. Several of them try to
connect foreigners with crime and violence (1, 2, 3). Disinformation is also generated about the
process of reception and regularization of immigrants both in Portugal and Spain.
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https://verifica.efe.com/no-es-un-actor-fingiendo-estar-gravemente-herido-en-un-hospital-en-gaza/
https://www.newtral.es/guerra-desinformacion-deshumaniza-victimas-propaganda-ucrania-gaza-bulos/20231023/
https://verifica.efe.com/israel-no-ha-admitido-disparado-civiles-festival-musica-hamas/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-israelitas-a-destruirem-caixas-de-leite-que-seguiam-para-gaza-em-camiao-de-ajuda-humanitaria
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-israelitas-a-destruirem-caixas-de-leite-que-seguiam-para-gaza-em-camiao-de-ajuda-humanitaria
https://verifica.efe.com/la-union-europea-no-ha-votado-contra-alto-fuego-en-gaza/
https://verifica.efe.com/la-union-europea-no-ha-votado-contra-alto-fuego-en-gaza/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231025/nivel-alerta-terrorista-espana/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231020/bomba-atentado-cadiz-algeciras-almeria/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231020/bomba-atentado-cadiz-algeciras-almeria/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240105/comunicado-paises-europeos-amnistia-cortar-fondos-Espana/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/puede-el-senado-frenar-la-ley-de-amnistia-2/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-policia-infiltrado-no-se-grabo-en-la-protesta-contra-la-amnistia/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-manifestaciones-ferraz-amnistia/20231109/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/perfiles-verificados-y-con-pocos-seguidores-imagenes-de-famosos-y-promesas-de-dinero-rapido-las-estafas-sobre-criptomonedas-se-disparan-en-x/
https://www.newtral.es/estafas-navidad-phishing/20231218/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/criminalidade-violenta-e-grave-tem-crescido-na-mesma-proporcao-do-aumento-de-imigrantes-em-portugal
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/penas-de-prisao-mais-de-metade-dos-reclusos-sao-originarios-de-cabo-verde-brasil-e-guine-bissau
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-partilhado-por-deputado-do-chega-mostra-policia-espanhola-a-fugir-dos-desordeiros-imigrantes
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/deputado-do-chega-denuncia-esquema-de-documentos-provisorios-que-legalizam-paquistaneses-em-setubal-tem-fundamento
https://www.verificat.cat/es/catalunya-no-tiene-un-proceso-de-acogida-de-inmigrantes-mas-permisivo-que-otras-comunidades-la-reparticion-depende-del-ministerio-de-inclusion/


3. Main disinformation narratives

In Spain

● The disinformation narratives accuse the Spanish government of being illegitimate and
the members of the government of being unprepared to fulfill their responsibilities

● The hoaxes claim that European authorities reject amnesty law for those accused of
2017 Catalan independence attempt being prepared by Spanish government

● The disinformation about the protests at the PSOE headquarters sought to magnify
police repression through old images

● Alarmist narratives about possible attacks in Spain appeared in the context of
international instability due to the Gaza conflict and sought to create public concern and
viral messages.

In Portugal

● Disinformation against immigrants accusing them of being violent has ramifications in
narratives that are widely exploited and disseminated by certain political movements

In both countries

● In the conflict between Israel and Hamas, there have been numerous accusations of
unproven atrocities committed by both sides

● Accusing the enemy of feigning fake deaths after an attack is a common wartime
propaganda narrative that in this case is used against the Palestinians

4. Main hoaxes according to topics

Environmental disasters

● Safety and viability of electric cars questioned (1, 2, 3)
● Coinciding with COP 28, there are narratives that deny global warming directly (1) or

indirectly by exaggerating the cold wave in northern Europe (1)
● Attacks on the climate movement accusing it of hypocrisy for attending COP28 in

private planes (with a picture out of context) or of actually seeking to reduce the
population of the planet (1,2)

Gender

● A new format for attacking feminism has become popular. They are interviews with
women who confess to making false allegations against men. In reality they are acting
but they are broadcast as real (1)
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https://maldita.es/clima/20231222/camion-coches-electricos-incendio-lasarte-pais-vasco/
https://maldita.es/clima/20231023/autobus-electrico-incendio-londres-bradford/
https://www.newtral.es/coches-electricos-nieve-alemania-bulo/20231228/
https://verifica.efe.com/falso-no-exista-crisis-climatica-real-nobel-john-
https://www.newtral.es/avion-congelado-cop28-aeropuerto-munich-cumbre-clima-bulo/20231211/
https://www.newtral.es/imagen-aviones-privados-cop28/20231201/
https://maldita.es/clima/20231128/john-kerry-sacrificar-humanos/
https://maldita.es/clima/20231002/bill-clinton-papa-francisco-despoblacion/
https://maldita.es/feminismo/20231030/chica-denuncia-violencia-genero-falsa-exnovio/


● The claim is that in Spain, if you are gay and want to adopt a child, you are at the
bottom of the list (1)

Migration & racism

● Migrants receive much more public subsidies than Spaniards (1, 2, 3, 4, 5)
● Immigrants are accused of being violent and linked to crime, both in Spain (1, 2, 3) and

in Portugal (1, 2)

Celebrities

● Image of celebrities used as a hook for scams (1, 2, 3)
● Greta Thunberg's image is used and manipulated with artificial intelligence to ridicule her

and the climate movement

Politics

● Pedro Sánchez is an illegitimate president and the King could refuse to investiture him
(1)

● Europe considers sanctioning Spain if amnesty law passed (1)
● Police committed excesses to repress amnesty protests in front of PSOE headquarters

(1, 2)
● The ministers of the new Spanish government are not qualified for the position (1, 2, 3)

Health

● COVID vaccines cause sudden death, cancer or contain extremely toxic compounds (1,
2)

● Bill Gates wants to make humans allergic to red meat

Security

● The government has raised the anti-terrorism alert level in the face of an imminent
attack (1, 2)

● The Government is considering declaring a state of emergency in view of the protests in
front of the PSOE headquarters

● Immigrants associated with criminal activity and terrorism (1, 2, 3)

Other
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https://www.verificat.cat/es/la-adopcion-de-parejas-homosexuales-igualdad-dentro-del-estado-pero-solo-permitida-en-seis-paises-a-nivel-internacional/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231228/mujer-musulmana-ayuda-alquiler-sindicat/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231228/pedro-sanchez-ayudas-solo-marroquies-2024/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231025/gobierno-espana-moviles-inmigrantes-canarias/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231219/ingreso-minimo-vital-extranjeros/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/la-nueva-mezquita-de-mollerussa-la-pagaran-los-musulmanes-no-el-ayuntamiento/
https://verifica.efe.com/no-personas-saqueando-tienda-deportiva-barcelona-video-grabado-ee-uu/
https://www.newtral.es/marroqui-agresor-sexual-nina-huesca-en-libertad-bulo/20231221/
https://www.newtral.es/bulo-robo-nike-migrantes/20231213/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/criminalidade-violenta-e-grave-tem-crescido-na-mesma-proporcao-do-aumento-de-imigrantes-em-portugal
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/penas-de-prisao-mais-de-metade-dos-reclusos-sao-originarios-de-cabo-verde-brasil-e-guine-bissau
https://www.verificat.cat/es/perfiles-verificados-y-con-pocos-seguidores-imagenes-de-famosos-y-promesas-de-dinero-rapido-las-estafas-sobre-criptomonedas-se-disparan-en-x/
https://maldita.es/timo/20231226/cristina-pedroche-criptomonedas-twitter/
https://maldita.es/timo/20231110/anuncios-twitter-actores-criptomonedas/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231117/narrativas-desinformadoras-investidura-pedro-sanchez/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240105/comunicado-paises-europeos-amnistia-cortar-fondos-Espana/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-manifestaciones-ferraz-amnistia/20231109/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-policia-infiltrado-no-se-grabo-en-la-protesta-contra-la-amnistia/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231124/ministro-cultura-unidad-espana-comico-rubianes/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231123/sira-rego-empresarios-desempleo/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231122/ministra-vivienda-isabel-rodriguez-retribucion/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231218/muerte-daniela-costa-desinformar-vacunas/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231030/narrativa-vacuna-covid-sv40-turbocancer/
https://verifica.efe.com/ema-vacunas-covid-toxicos-parlamento-europeo/
https://www.newtral.es/parlamento-europeo-prohibir-vacunas-covi/20231204/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/la-falsa-conspiracion-de-las-garrapatas-modificadas-geneticamente-para-hacerte-alergico-a-la-carne-roja/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231025/nivel-alerta-terrorista-espana/
https://verifica.efe.com/espana-nivel-alerta-antiterrorista-falso/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231110/desinformaciones-ley-marcial-estado-excepcion/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231110/desinformaciones-ley-marcial-estado-excepcion/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/criminalidade-violenta-e-grave-tem-crescido-na-mesma-proporcao-do-aumento-de-imigrantes-em-portugal
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/penas-de-prisao-mais-de-metade-dos-reclusos-sao-originarios-de-cabo-verde-brasil-e-guine-bissau
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-partilhado-por-deputado-do-chega-mostra-policia-espanhola-a-fugir-dos-desordeiros-imigrantes


● This quarter, the presence of disinformation about the war between Israel and Hamas
has been particularly relevant. All the organizations participating in this report have
debunked numerous hoaxes on this subject

5. Events that have brought increases in disinformation

In Spain

● The war between Israel and Hamas
● The investiture of Pedro Sánchez
● Processing of the amnesty law

In Portugal

● War between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip

6. Verifications on content created with Artificial Intelligence

Four of the five fact checking organizations detected misinformation using artificial
intelligence. A total of 30 debunks related to this issue were published.

In this quarter we have seen how artificial intelligence has been used in the context of the
war between Israel and Hamas to create false images (1, 2) or to simulate support for one of
the two sides (1, 2).

AI manipulated images have also been used in the context of the protests for the amnesty
law or to attack the socialist party.

It has also been used to put famous people in situations in which they were not, such as the
Argentinian president Javier Milei kneeling before Xi Jinping or the Portuguese housing
minister, Marina Gonçalves, walking on a beach. Another technique used with celebrities is
deepfake, which has been used with environmental activist Greta Thunberg or Portuguese
President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa.

Finally, the manipulation of the image of well-known people has been used in social
networks as a hook for scams (1, 2, 3, 4).
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https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231030/imagen-adulto-ninos-ruinas-palestina/
https://www.newtral.es/foto-hombre-ninos-gaza/20231030/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231102/bella-hadid-apoyo-israel/
https://www.newtral.es/atletico-madrid-bandera-palestina/20231025/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231115/ancianos-ninos-ferraz-psoe-manifestaciones/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231115/ancianos-ninos-ferraz-psoe-manifestaciones/
https://www.newtral.es/mitin-psoe-ifema-banderas-espana/20231129/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231214/javier-milei-arrodillado-xi-jinping-ia/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ministra-alvo-de-deepfake-video-que-mostra-marina-goncalves-em-biquini-a-desfilar-numa-praia-e-falso
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ministra-alvo-de-deepfake-video-que-mostra-marina-goncalves-em-biquini-a-desfilar-numa-praia-e-falso
https://verifica.efe.com/greta-thunberg-no-llamado-guerras-sostenibles-deepfake/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/sociedade/artigos/video-satirico-no-twitter-coloca-marcelo-a-discursar-com-a-voz-de-ricardo-araujo-pereira
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/sociedade/artigos/video-satirico-no-twitter-coloca-marcelo-a-discursar-com-a-voz-de-ricardo-araujo-pereira
https://maldita.es/timo/20231207/penelope-cruz-criptomonedas-entrevista/
https://maldita.es/timo/20231122/oil-profit-carlos-slim/
https://maldita.es/timo/20231129/repsol-inversion-petroleo-gas/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20231027/entrevista-pedro-cavadas-crema-articulaciones/


Fact-checkers that have contributed to this report

SPAIN
Maldita.es
EFE Verifica
Verificat
Newtral

PORTUGAL
Polígrafo

Average number of verifications by fact-checkers in the quarter: 245
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IBERIFIER has received funding from the European Commission

under the agreement CEF-TC-2020-2 (European Digital Media Observatory)

with reference 2020-EU-IA-0252
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