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Spain & Portugal fact-checking brief 

 
 

1. Most repeated hoaxes and disinformation campaigns 

March 2025 – May 2025  

 

In Spain 

● The energy blackout in Portugal and Spain, accompanied by conspiracy theories.  
● Disinformation narratives targeting the Ukrainian government in general, and 

Zelensky in particular, as well as the conflict itself. 
● Donald Trump administration, with a focus on issues related to migration policies 

and trade tariffs. 
● Conspiracy theories involving the death of Pope Francis, followed by the election of 

Pope Leo XIV. 
● Spanish politics, with particular emphasis on false claims involving Pedro Sánchez. 
● Immigration, portraying immigrants as violent, criminal, and unfairly privileged by 

public support. 
● Conflicts in the Middle East, with a focus on tensions between Israel and Iran, as 

well as the conflict in the Gaza Strip. 

 

In Portugal 

● The political crisis in Portugal that led to the fall of the government. 
● Donald Trump administration, with a focus on issues related to migration policies 

and trade tariffs. 
● Immigration, with a focus on narratives about violence, access to state support, and 

pressure on the national healthcare system. 
● The energy blackout in Portugal and Spain, accompanied by conspiracy theories.  
● Presidential race - Theories about candidates.  
● Conspiracy theories involving the death of Pope Francis, followed by the election of 

Pope Leo XIV. 
● 2025 Legislative Elections – Including campaign coverage, debates on key issues 

such as healthcare, housing, wages, defence, the European Union, reforms, 
pensions, and immigration, as well as election night coverage. 

 

2. Cases of cross mis- and disinformation (Spain-Portugal) 

The blackout that affected Portugal, Spain, and several other European countries became 
one of the main focal points of disinformation in the region. 
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Initially, false narratives focused on conspiracy theories, followed by multiple attempts to 
explain the incident without any factual basis or credible sources, as verified by Polígrafo, 
Maldita, Newtral and EFE Verifica. 

 

The disinformation surrounding this topic stood out for repeated attempts to justify the 
event through unverified claims and unfounded rumours, thus contributing to a climate of 
confusion and growing public distrust. 

 

3. Main hoaxes  
 

In Spain 

● One of the most recurring topics this quarter was the power outage in the Iberian 
Peninsula, which was the target of several false narratives. Rumors circulated 
claiming the incident was caused by a supposed cyberattack mentioned by Ursula 
von der Leyen (Maldita.es), which was quickly debunked (Verificat). Other claims 
pointed to an alleged “experiment” with renewable energy (Newtral) that had gone 
wrong, an idea also denied by the authorities. In addition, incorrect information was 
shared about the geographical extent of the blackout (EFE Verifica), suggesting it 
had affected countries such as Germany and Italy, which was not the case. 
 

● A video falsely claimed that French President Emmanuel Macron was hiding a bag of 
cocaine during a trip to Kyiv, with similar accusations aimed at the German 
chancellor. See more here, here and here. 
 

● False accusations linked immigrants to crimes, including a widely shared claim 
blaming Moroccan youths for a murder actually committed by Spanish minors, 
reflecting a broader manipulation of facts or data to associate immigration with 
criminality or social exploitation. 
 

● Pro-Russian campaigns used local events or manipulated images to spread 
suspicion about Ukraine. See more here and here. 
 

● A false claim saying that Pedro Sánchez and the DGT were planning to ban driving 
alone in a car. See more on InfoVeritas here and here. 
 

In Portugal  
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https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ursula-von-der-leyen-disse-que-o-apagao-se-deve-a-um-ciberataque-russo/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250512/bulos-apagon-peninsula-iberica-en-abril-de-2025/
https://www.newtral.es/gobierno-red-electrica-niegan-experimento-renovables-apagon/20250524/
https://verifica.efe.com/apagon-electrico-fenomeno-raro-portugal-falso/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250430/cronologia-bulo-cnn-von-der-leyen-ciberataque/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250430/cronologia-bulo-cnn-von-der-leyen-ciberataque/
https://www.verificat.cat/cnn-von-der-leyen-onada-ciberatacs-soberania/
https://www.newtral.es/gobierno-red-electrica-niegan-experimento-renovables-apagon/20250524/#google_vignette
https://verifica.efe.com/el-apagon-electrico-no-afecto-a-alemania-ni-a-italia/
https://verifica.efe.com/macron-bolsa-cocaina-video-panuelo-papel-falso/
https://www.newtral.es/macron-cocaina/20250512/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250512/macron-bolsa-cocaina-reunion-starmer-merz-ucrania/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250312/imagen-detenido-extranjero-muerte-educadora-social
https://www.verificat.cat/es/los-espanoles-son-casi-el-80-de-los-beneficiarios-de-la-rgc-catalana-pese-a-lo-que-dice-vox/
https://maldita.es/investigaciones/20250309/impulsores-manifestacion-no-es-nuestra-guerra-congreso-desinformacion-prorrusa-rusia-ucrania-ruben-gisbert/
https://verifica.efe.com/nada-prueba-que-un-video-en-el-que-un-nino-ucraniano-delata-a-su-hermana-sea-real-falso/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-sanchez-prohibir-circular-solo-persona-coche/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-dgt-viajar-solo/
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● The Iberian blackout gave rise to several hoaxes, linked to alleged statements by 
Ursula von der Leyen and a supposed rare atmospheric phenomenon, claims about 
the demolition of a nuclear power plant in Spain, and even that the Spanish 
government had already planned the blackout. 
 

● Alleged advantages that immigrants have compared to Portuguese people in areas 
such as healthcare and childcare. As well as claims about violence caused by 
immigrants and a large-scale population replacement. 

● Disinformation related to the Donald Trump administration. See more here, here and 
here. 

● A considerable amount of falsehoods related to vaccination, mainly COVID-19 (here 
and here) and measles. 

● Several false reports have sought to undermine the credibility of Zelensky - here and 
here - and portray Ukraine in a negative light, challenging its status as a victim in the 
conflict. 

 

4. Main disinformation narratives 
 

In Spain 

● Disinformation around the blackout in the Iberian Peninsula has become a fertile 
ground for conspiracy theories, from blaming governments and global elites to 
spreading unfounded claims about sabotage or hidden causes. 

● Narratives targeting migrants remain prominent. Migrants are falsely accused of 
being disproportionately involved in violent crimes, benefiting from excessive state 
aid, or threatening local traditions. These claims often seek to fuel fear and division, 
especially when linked to Islam or cultural “replacement”. 

● Disinformation attacking Pedro Sánchez and his wife continues to circulate, 
including fabricated accusations of corruption, incompetence, or authoritarian 
intentions — such as reintroducing military service or launching a digital ID to 
monitor citizens. 

● The Catholic Church is also a frequent target. Pope Francis has been portrayed as 
satanic or dangerously progressive, while Pope León XIV has been falsely quoted in 
misogynistic or transphobic contexts to legitimise extremist views. 

● Environmental policies are depicted as a threat to rural life, often under the narrative 
that “green agendas” are harming farmers and being imposed by disconnected 
elites. Stories include alleged mass destruction of olive groves for solar panels or EU 
climate laws hurting the countryside. 
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https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ursula-von-der-leyen-disse-que-o-apagao-se-deve-a-um-ciberataque-russo/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ursula-von-der-leyen-disse-que-o-apagao-se-deve-a-um-ciberataque-russo/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/fenomeno-atmosferico-raro-esteve-na-origem-do-apagao/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-que-se-tornou-viral-no-dia-do-apagao-mostra-demolicao-de-central-nuclear-em-espanha/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-de-espanha-ja-previa-apagao-e-por-isso-efetuou-compra-de-emergencia-de-gasoleo-na-vespera/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-de-espanha-ja-previa-apagao-e-por-isso-efetuou-compra-de-emergencia-de-gasoleo-na-vespera/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/imigrantes-passam-a-frente-dos-portugueses-no-acesso-a-medico-de-familia/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rita-matias-o-imigrante-passa-a-frente-do-portugues-no-acesso-a-creche/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/homem-agredido-por-populares-por-perseguir-raparigas-em-chaves-e-imigrante-muculmano/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/homem-agredido-por-populares-por-perseguir-raparigas-em-chaves-e-imigrante-muculmano/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rui-tavares-disse-ser-algo-natural-que-os-portugueses-se-tornem-uma-minoria-dentro-de-portugal/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-de-engarrafamento-na-fronteira-dos-eua-com-o-mexico-foi-gravado-apos-a-tomada-de-posse-de-donald-trump/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/nos-amamos-trump-este-video-mostra-recente-manifestacao-pro-trump-em-londres/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/asuacarteira/vamos-aos-factos-a-desinformacao-sobre-as-tarifas-reciprocas-de-donald-trump/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/adn-diz-que-variola-dos-macacos-e-um-efeito-colateral-das-vacinas-da-covid-19-confirma-se/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/estudo-realizado-na-alemanha-confirma-que-as-vacinas-de-mrna-mataram-mais-pessoas-do-que-a-covid-19/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/campanha-de-vacinacao-gratuita-causou-surto-de-sarampo-no-texas/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/que-se-f-o-trump-zelensky-disse-isto-a-um-jornalista-depois-do-encontro-tenso-com-o-presidente-dos-eua/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/e-verdade-que-zelensky-baniu-o-partido-comunista-da-ucrania/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/empresa-ucraniana-promove-pacotes-turisticos-com-parto-em-portugal-e-ajuda-clientes-a-obterem-nacionalidade-portuguesa/
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● LGBTQ+ identities, especially trans people, are portrayed as abnormal or harmful, 
sometimes through viral satire taken as truth, or by falsely attributing extreme 
statements to public figures. 

 

 

In Portugal 

● Narratives related to the political crisis and the fall of Luís Montenegro’s government 
stood out. There was a significant rise in disinformation campaigns in the aftermath, 
particularly during the election campaign and the televised debates between the 
candidates. 

● Many of these disinformation narratives focused primarily on immigrants, with 
recurring themes such as violence and the idea of Portuguese people being 
replaced in their own country. 

● The Iberian blackout was also a source of disinformation, with numerous false news 
reports and conspiracy theories spreading about the true cause of the event. 
 
 

5. Main hoaxes according to topics 
 

Environment - Climate 

● A large number of olive trees are being cut down to make way for solar energy 
plants. See more here. (Maldita.es) 

● A rare atmospheric phenomenon was at the origin of the blackout. (Polígrafo) 

● The unusually rainy month of March in Spain disproves global warming or climate 
change. (EFE Verifica) 

● Cataluña is lagging behind in renewable energy compared to other regions in Spain. 
(Verificat) 

● There is no support for nuclear energy in Europe. (Verificat) 

 
Gender 

● The "born a man" narrative is used to attack influential women, in this case Brigitte 
Macron. (Maldita.es) 

● Women in India, China, Bangladesh, and Pakistan earn only one third of what men 
make. (Polígrafo) 
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https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250522/olivo-jaen-acebuche-peligro-energias-verdes/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250522/olivo-jaen-acebuche-peligro-energias-verdes/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250320/paneles-solares-olivares-espana/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/fenomeno-atmosferico-raro-esteve-na-origem-do-apagao/
https://verifica.efe.com/el-record-de-lluvias-de-marzo-no-invalida-la-existencia-del-cambio-climatico/
https://verifica.efe.com/el-record-de-lluvias-de-marzo-no-invalida-la-existencia-del-cambio-climatico/
https://www.verificat.cat/catalunya-setena-comunitat-energia-renovable/
https://www.verificat.cat/desena-paisos-ue-energia-nuclear-urtasun/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250530/brigitte-macron-foto-pene/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250530/brigitte-macron-foto-pene/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-andre-ventura-mulheres-na-india-china-bangladesh-e-paquistao-recebem-um-terco-do-salario-dos-homens/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-andre-ventura-mulheres-na-india-china-bangladesh-e-paquistao-recebem-um-terco-do-salario-dos-homens/


 
 

Spain & Portugal fact-checking brief 

 

Migration & racism 

● Immigrants are portrayed as violent and accused of being responsible for the most 
heinous crimes. (Maldita. es) 

● Immigrants and refugees are portrayed as receiving extensive public aid solely 
because of their status. (Maldita.es) 

●   The Romani people have a special legal status in the justice system and can marry 
at age 13. (Polígrafo) 

Celebrities 

● Attacks against Pope Francis, accusing him for example of being satanic. 
(Maldita.es) 

● An image shows Pope Francis hospitalized and wearing an oxygen mask. (Polígrafo) 
● The video of Pope Francis in a wheelchair waving from a balcony is not from his 

Easter Sunday appearance. (EFE Verifica) 
● This image shows the room where Pope Francis has slept during his 12 years as 

pontiff. (Polígrafo) 

Politics 

● Pedro Sánchez and his wife are accused of alleged corruption cases that are 
completely fabricated. See more here. (Maldita.es) 

● Attacks against Zelensky and Western leaders portray them as corrupt, weak, or 
drug addicts, coming from pro-Russian propaganda sources. (Madita.es) 

● Other countries are taking advantage of the United States, and it is only fair to 
impose Trump-era tariffs to balance the scales. (Maldita.es) 

● A common narrative portrays the political class as corrupt and irresponsible, 
accusing them of bribery, corruption scandals, and neglect of duty, among other 
allegations. (Newtral) 

● Meloni said in the European Parliament that Sánchez caused the blackout. (EFE 
Verifica) 

● The current mayor of Barcelona, Jaume Collboni, has imposed new regulations 
banning people from sitting on sidewalks or doorsteps, with fines up to 500 euros. 
(Verificat) 

● Mariana Mortágua said that Portugal needs three times as many immigrants as 
currently reside in the country. (Polígrafo) 

 
Elections 
 

Portuguese 
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https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250306/muerto-reyerta-carnaval-tenerife/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250306/muerto-reyerta-carnaval-tenerife/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250313/ayudas-refugiados-gaza-1600-euros/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250313/ayudas-refugiados-gaza-1600-euros/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/andre-ventura-diz-que-os-ciganos-tem-regime-especial-na-justica-e-que-podem-casar-com-13-anos-e-verdade
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/andre-ventura-diz-que-os-ciganos-tem-regime-especial-na-justica-e-que-podem-casar-com-13-anos-e-verdade
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250425/funeral-satanico-papa-bulo/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/esta-imagem-que-mostra-o-papa-francisco-hospitalizado-e-com-uma-mascara-de-oxigenio-e-verdadeira/
https://verifica.efe.com/papa-gesto-extrano-ultima-aparicion-domingo-falso/
https://verifica.efe.com/papa-gesto-extrano-ultima-aparicion-domingo-falso/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/esta-imagem-mostra-quarto-onde-o-papa-francisco-dormiu-durante-os-12-anos-de-pontificado/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/esta-imagem-mostra-quarto-onde-o-papa-francisco-dormiu-durante-os-12-anos-de-pontificado/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250311/videos-tiktok-sanchez-corrupcion-estados-unidos-vox/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250311/videos-tiktok-sanchez-corrupcion-estados-unidos-vox/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250407/alvise-destapa-sanchez-millones-ilegales-espana-ia/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250314/video-zelenski-arrodillandose-arabia-saudi/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250314/video-zelenski-arrodillandose-arabia-saudi/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250409/bulos-desinformacion-aranceles-eeuu/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250409/bulos-desinformacion-aranceles-eeuu/
https://www.newtral.es/soborno-sara-aagesen/20250512/
https://www.newtral.es/soborno-sara-aagesen/20250512/
https://www.newtral.es/soborno-sara-aagesen/20250512/
https://verifica.efe.com/sanchez-apagon-hermano-meloni-parlamento-europeo/
https://www.verificat.cat/barcelona-facanes-estendre-roba-atreure-turisme/
https://www.verificat.cat/barcelona-facanes-estendre-roba-atreure-turisme/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/mariana-mortagua-disse-que-portugal-precisa-do-triplo-dos-imigrantes-que-atualmente-residem-no-pais/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/mariana-mortagua-disse-que-portugal-precisa-do-triplo-dos-imigrantes-que-atualmente-residem-no-pais/
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● Nearly 20% of young people up to the age of 29 are unable to leave their parents 
home, (Polígrafo) 

● The European Union is the “richest in the world” in terms of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) per capita. (Polígrafo) 

● Housing prices had been falling until the first quarter of 2024. (Polígrafo) 
● There are 1.6 million immigrants in Portugal, and only 302,000 are working and 

contributing to Social Security. (Polígrafo) 
● Immigrants who acquired Portuguese nationality can now become President of the 

Republic. (Polígrafo) 

      Romanian 
 

● 1.7 million deceased people were included in the voter registry for the Romanian 
elections. (EFE Verifica) 
 

Health  

● The COVID-19 vaccine causes serious and frequent adverse effects. (Maldita.es) 
● The WHO Pandemic Treaty does not impose “mandatory guidelines” on the 

signatory countries. (Newtral) 
● A CDC study proves thimerosal in vaccines causes autism. (EFE Verifica) 
● Narratives appealing to a lack of transparency in institutions, such as false claims 

that the Spanish government prohibits autopsies in cases of sudden death in sports. 
(Verificat) 

● The European Uniozn wants to ‘replace traditional proteins with insects. (Polígrafo) 
● Monkeypox is a side effect of mRNA Covid-19 vaccines. (Polígrafo) 

Security  

● Crime is rising in Spain, and several countries are issuing warnings about the 
situation. (Maldita.es) 

● The immigrants appearing in this video did not “storm” the Civil Guard Traffic School 
in Mérida. (Newtral) 

● The Simpsons predicted a global conflict in 2025. (EFE Verifica) 
● Ghost calls—silent phone calls without a caller—can activate your phone’s camera 

and microphone to steal personal data. (Verificat) 
● El País reported the arrest of two female travelers carrying millions in cash linked to 

a crypto platform promoted by Elon Musk. (Verificat) 
● Muslims are harassing girls in northern Portugal. (Polígrafo) 

Sexuality  

● A viral video shows Pope Leo XIV ignoring a journalist holding an LGBTQ+ flag. 
(Polígrafo) 

● Pope Leo XIV was falsely reported to have said that transgender identity is “a 
disease” that “needs treatment.” (Newtral) 
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https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-ines-sousa-real-perto-de-20-dos-jovens-ate-aos-29-anos-nao-consegue-deixar-a-casa-dos-pais/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-ines-sousa-real-perto-de-20-dos-jovens-ate-aos-29-anos-nao-consegue-deixar-a-casa-dos-pais/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-andre-ventura-nos-temos-o-maior-bloco-do-mundo-em-pib-per-capita-nos-somos-o-bloco-mais-rico-do-mundo/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-andre-ventura-nos-temos-o-maior-bloco-do-mundo-em-pib-per-capita-nos-somos-o-bloco-mais-rico-do-mundo/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-pedro-nuno-santos-os-precos-da-habitacao-vinham-a-cair-ate-ao-primeiro-trimestre-de-2024/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-andre-ventura-so-302-mil-imigrantes-e-que-estao-a-trabalhar-e-a-descontar-para-a-seguranca-social/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-andre-ventura-so-302-mil-imigrantes-e-que-estao-a-trabalhar-e-a-descontar-para-a-seguranca-social/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-rui-fonseca-e-castro-imigrantes-que-adquiriram-nacionalidade-portuguesa-ja-podem-ser-presidentes-da-republica/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/debates-2025-rui-fonseca-e-castro-imigrantes-que-adquiriram-nacionalidade-portuguesa-ja-podem-ser-presidentes-da-republica/
https://verifica.efe.com/nada-prueba-que-se-hayan-incluido-a-17-millones-de-fallecidos-en-el-censo-de-las-elecciones-de-rumania/
https://verifica.efe.com/nada-prueba-que-se-hayan-incluido-a-17-millones-de-fallecidos-en-el-censo-de-las-elecciones-de-rumania/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250327/estudio-99-millones-vacunas-covid-desinformacion/
https://www.newtral.es/bulo-oms-impone-directrices/20250528/
https://www.newtral.es/bulo-oms-impone-directrices/20250528/
https://verifica.efe.com/kennedy-estudio-vacunas-autismo-cdc-falso/
https://www.verificat.cat/es-fals-que-el-govern-espanyol-impedeixi-realitzar-autopsies-en-casos-de-morts-sobtades-en-lesport/
https://www.verificat.cat/es-fals-que-el-govern-espanyol-impedeixi-realitzar-autopsies-en-casos-de-morts-sobtades-en-lesport/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/pao-de-larvas-agenda-2030-quer-substituir-as-proteinas-tradicionais-por-insetos-como-diz-o-partido-adn/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/adn-diz-que-variola-dos-macacos-e-um-efeito-colateral-das-vacinas-da-covid-19-confirma-se/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250523/16-paises-alerta-no-viajar-espana
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250523/16-paises-alerta-no-viajar-espana
https://www.newtral.es/inmigrantes-guardia-civil-merida-enganoso/20250327/#google_vignette
https://www.newtral.es/inmigrantes-guardia-civil-merida-enganoso/20250327/#google_vignette
https://verifica.efe.com/los-simpsons-no-predijeron-tercera-guerra-mundial-2025/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/nadie-esta-accediendo-a-tu-movil-mediante-llamadas-fantasma/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/nadie-esta-accediendo-a-tu-movil-mediante-llamadas-fantasma/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/una-estafa-suplanta-la-imagen-de-el-pais-para-vender-criptomonedas-con-una-noticia-falsa/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/una-estafa-suplanta-la-imagen-de-el-pais-para-vender-criptomonedas-con-una-noticia-falsa/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/homem-agredido-por-populares-por-perseguir-raparigas-em-chaves-e-imigrante-muculmano/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-viral-mostra-papa-leao-xiv-a-ignorar-fiel-com-bandeira-lgbtq-nas-maos/
https://www.newtral.es/leon-xiv-transexualidad/20250509/
https://www.newtral.es/leon-xiv-transexualidad/20250509/
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● A British mother says her 14-month-old baby is a trans girl. (EFE Verifica) 

 

6. Verifications on content created with Artificial Intelligence 
 

Six of the six fact-checkers carried out verifications related to Artificial Intelligence. 

In Portugal, recent months have seen a surge in AI-powered disinformation targeting both 
national and international figures. False claims and manipulated content have ranged from 
hoaxes involving public personalities such as Portuguese journalist Pedro Andersson to 
misleading narratives linked to large-scale fires.  

Beyond environmental crises, AI-generated disinformation has extended to financial scams. 
Fake investment schemes falsely attributed to prominent figures like Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Prime Minister Luís Montenegro have circulated widely, encouraging users to invest in 
fraudulent platforms. These posts often use deepfake videos or AI-edited screenshots to 
appear legitimate. 

In Uruguay and the United States, AI was used to spread hoaxes about newly installed 
statues. Fake news involving Donald Trump and Pope Francis went viral, with AI-generated 
audio and visuals used to influence public opinion 

In Spain, AI-driven disinformation has been even more widespread and diverse. 
Manipulated images of public figures, such as political leaders and Pope Francis, as well as 
sensationalized videos with false claims, have been identified. One prominent case involved 
a falsified video from a South African outlet accusing Ukrainian President Zelensky of illicitly 
acquiring a mining company. AI-generated audios have also surfaced, used to fabricate 
political controversies involving figures like JD Vance and Elon Musk. 

Beyond politics, AI has been employed to support divisive narratives related to immigration 
and social tension. For instance, after a tragic murder in Badajoz, AI was used to generate 
images purporting to show the suspect, reinforcing a criminalizing narrative against 
immigrants without evidence. Similarly, false AI-created images have been leveraged to fuel 
claims of a supposed “Muslim invasion” of Europe. 

Climate disinformation campaigns have also benefited from AI tools. Visuals depicting solar 
panels as an environmental threat circulated to undermine renewable energy efforts, 
particularly in relation to policies in China. 
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https://verifica.efe.com/no-es-una-madre-que-presenta-a-su-bebe-trans-es-un-video-satirico/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/o-tragico-fim-de-pedro-andersson-e-verdade-que-o-jornalista-foi-detido-como-indica-publicacao-no-facebook/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-que-mostra-incendio-de-grandes-dimensoes-na-ponte-25-de-abril-e-real/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-viral-cristiano-ronaldo-anunciou-projeto-de-criptomoedas-desenvolvido-em-colaboracao-com-elon-musk/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/invista-250-euros-e-receba-ate-30-mil-euros-por-mes-luis-montenegro-disse-mesmo-isto/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/estatuas-de-ronaldo-e-messi-a-cumprimentar-se-foram-erguidas-em-montevideu/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/donald-trump-mandou-instalar-uma-estatua-gigante-de-jesus-cristo-nos-jardins-da-casa-branca/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/donald-trump-chamou-palhaco-corrupto-a-lula-da-silva-em-recente-discurso/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/sociedade/dopuffer-branco-a-bandeira-lgbt-cinco-casos-em-que-o-papa-francisco-foi-alvo-da-inteligencia-artificial/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250314/video-zelenski-arrodillandose-arabia-saudi/
https://www.newtral.es/papa-francisco-silla-ruedas/20250425/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250407/zelenski-SABC-News-mina-sudafrica/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250407/zelenski-SABC-News-mina-sudafrica/
https://www.newtral.es/jd-vance-critica-musk-audio/20250327/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250327/audio-falso-jd-vance-insulta-musk/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250312/imagen-detenido-extranjero-muerte-educadora-social/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250415/escaparate-harrods-londres-mujeres-burka-hijab/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250523/montana-placas-solares-china/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250523/montana-placas-solares-china/
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7. Social Media Platforms Where More Cases of Disinformation 
Were Detected 

 

X was the most mentioned platform (6 out of 6 fact-checkers identified it as one of the main 
proliferators of disinformation). WhatsApp, Instagram, Facebook and Tiktok were mentioned 
by one fact-checker each. 

Average number of verifications by fact-checkers in the quarter:  269 

 

8. Disinformation trends that have been detected in Latin 
America 

This section of the report marks the beginning of a collaboration between several Latin 
American fact-checkers and IBERIFIER. The participating organizations are: Animal Político 
(Mexico), Cazadores de Fake News (Venezuela), La Silla Vacía (Colombia), and Chequeado 
(Argentina). This initiative is part of the Observatory’s broader objective to expand its scope 
beyond the Iberian Peninsula and tackle the challenge of disinformation within the 
Portuguese and Spanish speaking regions. 

To identify the main disinformation trends at the regional level, we used as our source the 
Q2 2025 report published by LatamChequea (the network of Latin American fact-checking 
organizations). 

The report is based on information gathered from 29 LatamChequea partner organizations 
across 16 countries and is part of the project “Promoting reliable information and fighting 
disinformation in Latin America”, coordinated by Chequeado. 

The full report is available here: 

https://latamchequea.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/LatamChequea-Principales-tende
ncias-de-desinformacion-a-nivel-regional-Segundo-trimestre-2025.pdf 

Key disinformation trends identified: 

● Migration: The region saw the circulation of false images and videos related to the 
policies of Donald Trump's government, both regarding the expulsion of migrants 
from the U.S. and their arrival in other Latin American countries. During this period, 
there was also a significant amount of disinformation surrounding the protests in Los 
Angeles against the immigration raids. 
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https://animalpolitico.com/
https://www.cazadoresdefakenews.info/
https://www.lasillavacia.com/
https://chequeado.com/
https://latamchequea.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/LatamChequea-Principales-tendencias-de-desinformacion-a-nivel-regional-Segundo-trimestre-2025.pdf
https://latamchequea.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/LatamChequea-Principales-tendencias-de-desinformacion-a-nivel-regional-Segundo-trimestre-2025.pdf
https://www.cazadoresdefakenews.info/nueva-medida-migratoria-de-trump-el-falso-hackeo-del-28j-y-la-creciente-burbuja-informativa-del-chavismo/
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● Scams: Many common strategies were identified across several countries with the 
aim of scamming people either through fake videos of public figures promoting 
investment opportunities or through false job advertisements that encourage users 
to share personal information. 

 

● Death of Pope Francis and appointment of the new Pope: False images and videos 
(created with AI) circulated on social media about Pope Francis being hospitalized, 
along with rumors of his death months before it actually happened. Later, following 
the inauguration of Pope Leo XIV, a wave of disinformation emerged, featuring 
alleged statements attributed to the new pontiff. 
 

● Middle East conflict: A series of fake videos related to the conflict between Israel 
and several countries were identified in the region. These were mainly AI-generated 
videos or footage from past events taken out of context, allegedly showing 
bombings or destruction. 

 

— 

 

 

Fact-checkers that have contributed to this report 

 

SPAIN 
EFE Verifica 

InfoVeritas 

       Maldita.es 

Newtral 

Verificat 

 

          PORTUGAL  
     Polígrafo 
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https://animalpolitico.com/estados/fraude-oferta-trabajo-recomendaciones
https://chequeado.com/ultimas-noticias/no-el-papa-francisco-no-murio-en-el-balcon-de-la-basilica-de-san-pedro-durante-la-misa-de-pascua-del-20-de-abril-de-2025-este-video-donde-cierra-los-ojos-es-de-marzo/
https://www.lasillavacia.com/detector-de-mentiras/falso/detector-video-de-yemen-bombardeando-israel-es-falso/
https://www.lasillavacia.com/detector-de-mentiras/falso/detector-video-de-yemen-bombardeando-israel-es-falso/
https://verifica.efe.com/
https://info-veritas.com/
https://maldita.es/
https://www.newtral.es/
https://www.verificat.cat/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/


IBERIFIER – Iberian Digital Media Observatory 

IBERIFIER is a digital media observatory in Spain and Portugal funded by the European Commission, 
linked to the European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO). It is made up of thirteen universities, five 
fact-checking organizations and news agencies, and five multidisciplinary research centers. 

Its main mission is to analyze the Iberian digital media ecosystem and tackle the problem of 
misinformation. To do this, it focuses its research on five lines of work: 

1. Research on the characteristics and trends of the Iberian digital media ecosystem. 

2. Development of computational technologies for the early detection of misinformation. 

3. Fact-checking of misinformation in the Iberian territory. 

4. Strategic reports on threats of disinformation, both for public knowledge and for the 
authorities of Spain and Portugal. 

5. Promotion of media literacy initiatives, aimed at journalists and informants, young people 
and society as a whole. 

 
For more information look for the project website iberifier.eu and the Twitter account @iberifier. 
 

Contacts 

 
 
 

Website: iberifier.eu 

Twitter: @iberifier 

Report coordinators: 

Filipe Pardal (filipepardal@poligrafo.pt) 
Pablo Hernández Escayola (phernandez@maldita.es)  

IBERIFIER coordinator:  
Ramón Salaverría (rsalaver@unav.es) 
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mailto:phernandez@maldita.es
mailto:rsalaver@unav.es


       
              
 

 

Iberifier – Iberian Digital Media Observatory has received funding from the European 
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- 101158511 
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