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1.

Most repeated hoaxes and disinformation campaigns
June 2025 - August 2025

In Spain

The attacks in Torre Pacheco and the subsequent protests generated disinformation
narratives about immigration, featuring alleged reports of crimes committed by
migrants in Spain and other European countries. These narratives are aimed directly
at stigmatizing the immigrant population.

Wildfires that occurred this summer in Spain gave rise to numerous narratives,
particularly focused on their origins and on climate-related issues such as heat
waves.

In Spanish politics, misinformation mainly revolved around government corruption,
often based on misleading interpretations of reports from the Civil Guard’s Central
Operative Unit (UCO).

Misinformation also circulated about the conflict between Israel and Hamas in the
Gaza Strip.

Other disinformation narratives were linked to armed conflicts, including the tensions
between Israel and Iran, as well as the peace negotiations in Ukraine and the
Russian invasion.

In Portugal

Recurrent disinformation linking immigrants and Muslim communities to crime,
privileges in education, or state-funded religious projects. The assaults in Torre de
Pacheco, Spain, further amplified these narratives.

The wildfires in August gave rise to content exaggerating or distorting official data on
fires and the government’s response, with references to record areas burned and
comparisons with the dictatorship period.

Circulation of manipulated videos and images related to conflicts in the Middle East,
between Israel and Palestine, and Israel and Iran, as well as the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

The death of football player Diogo Jota also generated a wave of disinformation.
Donald Trump and U.S. politics were once again marked by Al-generated videos.



1. Cases of cross mis- and disinformation (Spain-Portugal)

The attacks in Torre Pacheco, in Murcia, Spain, triggered a wave of disinformation in both
Spain and Portugal. The episode was widely exploited across the Iberian Peninsula to link
crime and violence to the rise in immigration, particularly from Muslim communities.

Maldita, Newtral, EFE Verifica, and Poligrafo identified several false claims related to the
case, as well as the circulation of videos taken out of context.

The wildfires that ravaged the Iberian Peninsula in August also sparked new waves of
disinformation, mainly concerning environmental and climate issues. Narratives circulated
accusing the governments of Spain and Portugal of prioritizing secondary causes over
funding organizations dedicated to firefighting efforts.

2. Main hoaxes

In Spain

e After the assault of an elderly man by Moroccan youths in Torre Pacheco (Murcia),

false videos and xenophobic messages spread across social media, including
footage of attacks that had occurred elsewhere. The case was exploited to promote

anti-immigration protests and to link_migrants with criminality in Spain and other
European countries.

e During August, the wildfires in the Iberian Peninsula also triggered an intense spread
of conspiracy theories. Posts on social media falsely claimed that deforestation and
forest clearing were banned by environmental laws and the 2030 Agenda, as well as
a false news story comparing public funds allocated to firefighting and bullfighting in
Extremadura. Other theories suggested that the fires had been deliberately set to
clear land for solar panel installations, mining projects, or the construction of a

hydrogen corridor.

e A report by the Civil Guard’s Central Operational Unit on alleged corruption involving
Santos Cerdan (PSOE) sparked major controversy and multiple narratives of political
disinformation. See more here and here.

e Internationally, the conflict between lIsrael and Iran led to the circulation of
manipulated images and videos, such as footage of a fire in China falsely presented
as an Iranian attack on Tel Aviv. False claims also targeted political figures, including
a conspiracy theory alleging that Brigitte Macron is transgender, and an Al-generated
image showing European leaders “submissive” to Donald Trump, used to suggest
Europe’s weakness.



https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250715/desinformaciones-bulos-contexto-altercados-torre-pacheco-murcia/
https://www.newtral.es/desinformacion-torre-pacheco/20250713/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-agresion-anciano-torre-pacheco/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/blog/2025/07/15/quatro-boatos-e-mentiras-que-circulam-nas-redes-sociais-sobre-a-agressao-de-um-homem-em-torre-pacheco/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250715/desinformaciones-bulos-contexto-altercados-torre-pacheco-murcia/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-agresion-anciano-torre-pacheco/
https://www.newtral.es/desinformacion-torre-pacheco/20250713/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250714/comunicado-ayuntamiento-torre-pacheco/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-desinformaciones-incendios-forestales-espana-2025/20250821/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-desinformaciones-incendios-forestales-espana-2025/20250821/
https://verifica.efe.com/en-espana-no-esta-prohibido-limpiar-los-montes/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250903/presupuestos-extremadura-incendios-tauromaquia/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250820/incendio-tres-cantos-planta-solar/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250904/mapa-incendios-minas-tierras-raras/
https://maldita.es/clima/20250829/incendios-espana-corredor-hidrogeno-verde/
https://maldita.es/clima/20250829/incendios-espana-corredor-hidrogeno-verde/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250626/desinformaciones-psoe-corrupcion/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250602/que-ha-dicho-bonilla-guardia-civil-uco/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250619/audio-abalos-cerdan-pedro-partido/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250618/bulos-desinformaciones-ataque-israel-iran-junio-2025/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-ataque-iran-mosad-israel-incendio-falso/
https://verifica.efe.com/cirujano-brigitte-macron-trans-muerto-paris-falso/
https://verifica.efe.com/fotografia-lideres-europeos-esperando-reunirse-con-trump-egenerada-digitalmente-ia-falso/

Other fake posts described an_all military crisi S. tr near
Venezuela, reinforcing anti-Western narratives and geopolitical tensions.

In Portugal

Narratives linking immigration, particularly Islam, to crime and alleged privileges
granted by the state. The assaults in Torre Pacheco (Murcia, Spain) triggered a new
wave of this type of disinformation. Examples include claims about mosgues and
praver rooms funded with public money, inflated figures on the numbers of

foreigners in Portugal, and content asserting that immigrants have priority in school
enrollment.

The wildfires recorded during the summer led to several posts that distorted or
wrong data about the burned area and the number of forest rangers, as well as
accusations that the government was diverting firefighting funds to gender equality

and LGBTQIA+ support policies.

Disinformation related to international conflicts, especially between lIsrael and
Palestine and in the war in Ukraine, involving the sharing of old or manipulated
videos and images presented as current, and claims about the financing of armed

dgroups.

False content associated with Donald Trump re-emerged, including Al-generated
videos about non-existent political decisions, interactions with Elon Musk, and the
alleged cancellation of Pride Month.

Fake news circulated about the death of football player Diogo Jota and alleged
related events, such as his funeral and a musical tribute by Rihanna.

. Main disinformation narratives

In Spain

The attack on an elderly man in Torre Pacheco (Murcia) served as the starting point
for a disinformation campaign linking migrants to violence and crime. These
narratives follow a common pattern across Europe, amplifying alleged crimes
committed by migrants and promoting the conspiratorial idea of a “replacement of
the European population by Muslim immigrants.”

The wildfires that struck the Iberian Peninsula were framed by a set of conspiracy
theories seeking to deny the influence of climate change on the events. These
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https://www.newtral.es/bulos-eeuu-venezuela-bulos/20250829/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-eeuu-venezuela-bulos/20250829/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/jovem-que-agrediu-um-ator-de-teatro-em-lisboa-foi-identificado-como-sendo-do-nepal/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/blog/2025/07/15/quatro-boatos-e-mentiras-que-circulam-nas-redes-sociais-sobre-a-agressao-de-um-homem-em-torre-pacheco/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/blog/2025/07/15/quatro-boatos-e-mentiras-que-circulam-nas-redes-sociais-sobre-a-agressao-de-um-homem-em-torre-pacheco/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/quatro-meses-depois-chega-repete-mentira-sobre-suposta-mesquita-financiada-pelo-prr-em-sintra/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/sociedade-islamica-comprou-escola-em-loures-e-tomou-como-primeira-decisao-a-construcao-de-uma-sala-de-oracao/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-de-montenegro-admitiu-que-podem-entrar-mais-de-500-mil-estrangeiros-em-portugal-nos-proximos-meses-como-partilhou-andre-ventura/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-de-montenegro-admitiu-que-podem-entrar-mais-de-500-mil-estrangeiros-em-portugal-nos-proximos-meses-como-partilhou-andre-ventura/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-em-que-se-denuncia-que-imigrantes-tem-prioridade-nas-matriculas-escolares-retrata-uma-situacao-real/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-em-que-se-denuncia-que-imigrantes-tem-prioridade-nas-matriculas-escolares-retrata-uma-situacao-real/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ines-sousa-real-este-ano-foi-batido-o-recorde-de-area-ardida-com-o-maior-numero-de-hectares/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/as-florestas-portuguesas-eram-patrulhadas-por-4-000-guardas-florestais-no-tempo-da-ditadura/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-gasta-426-milhoes-de-euros-em-igualdade-de-genero-que-pagariam-12-avioes-de-combate-aos-incendios/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-gasta-426-milhoes-de-euros-em-igualdade-de-genero-que-pagariam-12-avioes-de-combate-aos-incendios/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/sequencia-de-videos-que-mostra-ataque-ucraniano-a-bombardeiros-russos-e-real/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/assim-amanheceu-o-centro-de-tel-aviv-este-video-que-mostra-arranha-ceus-destruidos-na-segunda-maior-cidade-israelita-e-real/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/assim-amanheceu-o-centro-de-tel-aviv-este-video-que-mostra-arranha-ceus-destruidos-na-segunda-maior-cidade-israelita-e-real/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-o-antes-e-depois-da-guerra-israel-hamas-na-faixa-de-gaza/
http://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/jornal-israelita-noticiou-que-o-governo-do-brasil-financiou-o-hamas-e-o-hezbollah/
http://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/jornal-israelita-noticiou-que-o-governo-do-brasil-financiou-o-hamas-e-o-hezbollah/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-de-donald-trump-a-anunciar-que-vai-banir-producao-de-todos-os-tesla-nos-eua-e-verdadeiro/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-viral-mostra-abraco-de-donald-trump-a-elon-musk-prova-de-reconciliacao/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/donald-trump-anunciou-o-cancelamento-do-mes-do-orgulho-lgbti-em-video-publicado-nas-redes-sociais/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/sociedade/funeral-de-diogo-jota-gera-desinformacao-online-de-cristiano-ronaldo-a-vigilias-falsas-estes-videos-continuam-a-somar-partilhas/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rihanna-lancou-novo-videoclip-com-cancao-que-presta-homenagem-a-diogo-jota/

narratives reproduce a typical conspiratorial structure, attributing natural disasters to
hidden intentions and diverting attention from the real impact of climate change.

e The release of reports by the Central Operative Unit (UCO) of the Civil Guard was
used as the basis for partisan disinformation campaigns. This type of disinformation
aimed to influence public opinion and reinforce political polarization, undermining
trust in institutions and the media.

e The war between Israel and Hamas, the conflict between Israel and Iran, and the
peace negotiations in Ukraine generated a large volume of disinformation, especially
in the form of manipulated or out-of-context images. The so-called “Pallywood” or
“Gazawood” narratives stand out, suggesting that victims in Gaza were actors and
that the humanitarian crisis was staged. These strategies seek to confuse the public,
question the legitimacy of the victims, and manipulate perceptions of the conflict.

e Manipulated campaigns and content also circulated with the aim of discrediting
European leaders and weakening the image of the European Union, often through
Al-generated images depicting them in submissive positions toward the United
States. In parallel, cases such as the situation in Venezuela and the U.S. military
presence in the region were used to spread anti-Western narratives portraying the
United States and Europe as sources of global instability.

In Portugal

e Narratives linking immigration, particularly Islam, to crime and alleged state
privileges gained momentum. These narratives aimed to fuel social tension and
reinforce xenophobic stereotypes, often using misleading claims about public
funding for mosques or exaggerated figures on immigration.

e Wildfires during the summer became another focal point for disinformation, with
false or distorted data used to undermine trust in government institutions and
promote the idea that authorities were neglecting national priorities in favor of
gender equality and LGBTQIA+ policies.

e International conflicts, especially the wars in Ukraine and between Israel and
Palestine, continued to be exploited through manipulated or outdated images
presented as current, reinforcing distrust in traditional media and political actors.

e Al-generated content about Donald Trump resurfaced, spreading fabricated political
statements and events to boost his image and fuel polarization ahead of the U.S.
elections.

e False reports about the death of footballer Diogo Jota circulated widely.



4. Main hoaxes according to topics

Environment - Climate

From urban zoning changes to electric cars: misinformation about the wildfires
devastating Spain. (Newtral)

This photovoltaic plant did not tr “h live grove” in Granada: it’s actuall
in Cacer nd no more than 16 olive trees were removed. (Maldita.es)

Is it forbidden to clear the land? In Spain, the Forest Law requires landowners to do

so, and each Autonomous Community requlates these tasks, some through formal
requests. (Maldita.es)

Alarmist claims about record levels of burned land. (Poligrafo)

Gender

The "born a man" narrative is used to attack influential women, in this case Brigitte
Macron. (Maldita.es)

Allegations about the alleged death of a surgeon supposedly linked to a false sex
change operation involving Brigitte Macron. (EFE Verifica)

Ice Cream and Oppression: A workshop costing over 100 euros to learn how to
consume ice cream_ from a gender perspective, supported by the Spanish
Government. (Maldita.es)

Allegations that government nding on gender lity promotion com t th
expense of investment in wildfire prevention. (Poligrafo)

Migration & racism

Dissemination of videos filmed elsewhere claiming that immigrants are committing

crimes in Spain, with the aim of linking increased immigration to criminality. (EFE
Verifica)

Dissemination of images showing an elderly man covered in blood, claiming he was
beaten by immigrants when in fact he had simply fallen. (Maldita.es)

Narratives alleging preferential treatment of immigrants in access to education.
(Poligrafo)



https://www.newtral.es/narrativas-desinformacion-espana-incendios-verano-2025/20250814/
https://www.newtral.es/narrativas-desinformacion-espana-incendios-verano-2025/20250814/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20251028/fotovoltaica-olivos-granada-caceres/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20251028/fotovoltaica-olivos-granada-caceres/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250821/espana-prohibicion-limpiar-montes-incendios/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250821/espana-prohibicion-limpiar-montes-incendios/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250821/espana-prohibicion-limpiar-montes-incendios/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ines-sousa-real-este-ano-foi-batido-o-recorde-de-area-ardida-com-o-maior-numero-de-hectares/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250710/muerte-cirujano-brigitte-macron/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250710/muerte-cirujano-brigitte-macron/
https://verifica.efe.com/cirujano-brigitte-macron-trans-muerto-paris-falso/
https://verifica.efe.com/cirujano-brigitte-macron-trans-muerto-paris-falso/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/helados-y-opresiones-un-taller-de-mas-de-100-euros-para-aprender-a-consumir-helados-con-perspectiva-de-genero-con-el-sello-del-gobierno-de-espana
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/helados-y-opresiones-un-taller-de-mas-de-100-euros-para-aprender-a-consumir-helados-con-perspectiva-de-genero-con-el-sello-del-gobierno-de-espana
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/helados-y-opresiones-un-taller-de-mas-de-100-euros-para-aprender-a-consumir-helados-con-perspectiva-de-genero-con-el-sello-del-gobierno-de-espana
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-gasta-426-milhoes-de-euros-em-igualdade-de-genero-que-pagariam-12-avioes-de-combate-aos-incendios/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-gasta-426-milhoes-de-euros-em-igualdade-de-genero-que-pagariam-12-avioes-de-combate-aos-incendios/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-agresion-anciano-torre-pacheco/
https://verifica.efe.com/video-agresion-anciano-torre-pacheco/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/extranjeros-agresion-hombre-el-algar-murcia
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/extranjeros-agresion-hombre-el-algar-murcia
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-em-que-se-denuncia-que-imigrantes-tem-prioridade-nas-matriculas-escolares-retrata-uma-situacao-real/

e Alarmist narratives about the spread of Islam in Portugal through government
support. See more here and here. (Poligrafo)

Celebrities

e Antonio Banderas and other famous singers and actors take part in a charity gala in
support of the Israel Defense Forces, where 31 million dollars were raised.
(Maldita.es)

e Antonio Muhioz Molina talks about social issues and global inequalities while
flaunting a Rolex. (Maldita.es)

e Surge of disinformation following the death of football player Diogo Jota. See more
here. (Poligrafo)

e Manipulated images falsely suggesting that writer Lidia Jorge advocated for the
extinction of the Portuguese people. (Poligrafo)

Politics

e Several misleading videos about the UCO investigations into the house of Pedro
Sanchez and Begofia Gomez. See more here and here. (Maldita.es)

e The Spanish government or the EU makes decisions that favor Morocco. See more
here and here. (Maldita.es)

e A lot of disinformation was also spread about the Koldo case, mainly concerning
alleged bribes. See more here and here. (Maldita.es)

e Allegations about a city in Portugal, known for its high immigrant population, being
mong the 20 most danger ities in Europe. (Poligrafo)

Elections
Bolivia

e Allegations accusing the Bolivian channel Red Uno of publishing false poll
results that favor the official candidate Eduardo del Castillo. (EFE Verifica)

Health

e (Claims linking the COVID-19 vaccine to various side effects such as magnetism and
infertility. See more here. (Maldita.es)


https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/quatro-meses-depois-chega-repete-mentira-sobre-suposta-mesquita-financiada-pelo-prr-em-sintra/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/quatro-meses-depois-chega-repete-mentira-sobre-suposta-mesquita-financiada-pelo-prr-em-sintra/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/sociedade-islamica-comprou-escola-em-loures-e-tomou-como-primeira-decisao-a-construcao-de-uma-sala-de-oracao/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/governo-portugues-quer-implementar-novas-salas-de-oracao-nos-hospitais-para-novos-portugueses/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/antonio-banderas-ha-participado-en-una-gala-benefica-a-favor-de-fuerzas-de-defensa-de-israel-en-la-que-se-recaudaron-31-millones-de-dolares
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/antonio-banderas-ha-participado-en-una-gala-benefica-a-favor-de-fuerzas-de-defensa-de-israel-en-la-que-se-recaudaron-31-millones-de-dolares
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/antonio-munoz-molina-habla-de-que-si-hay-una-posible-salvacion-en-este-mundo-es-recuperar-la-idea-de-escasez-mientras-usa-un-rolex
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/antonio-munoz-molina-habla-de-que-si-hay-una-posible-salvacion-en-este-mundo-es-recuperar-la-idea-de-escasez-mientras-usa-un-rolex
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/sociedade/funeral-de-diogo-jota-gera-desinformacao-online-de-cristiano-ronaldo-a-vigilias-falsas-estes-videos-continuam-a-somar-partilhas/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rihanna-lancou-novo-videoclip-com-cancao-que-presta-homenagem-a-diogo-jota/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/lidia-jorge-disse-que-e-tempo-de-os-portugueses-abracarem-a-sua-extincao/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/lidia-jorge-disse-que-e-tempo-de-os-portugueses-abracarem-a-sua-extincao/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250612/uco-mansion-pedro-sanchez-begona-dubai/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250612/uco-mansion-pedro-sanchez-begona-dubai/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/la-uco-registra-un-piso-de-felix-bolanos-y-encuentra-maletines-con-seis-millones-de-euros
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250619/uco-500-kilos-oro-mansion-tenerife-begona-gomez/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250811/espana-marruecos-vivienda-300-millones/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/von-der-leyen-anuncia-1600-millones-en-ayudas-directas-para-marruecos-en-el-plan-de-infraestructuras-global
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250808/bandera-espana-islotes-alhucemas-marruecos/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/cuca-gamarra-deja-la-secretaria-general-del-pp-porque-aparecen-en-los-audios-del-caso-koldo
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/cuca-gamarra-deja-la-secretaria-general-del-pp-porque-aparecen-en-los-audios-del-caso-koldo
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250718/tellado-koldo-algo-bueno/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250626/tellado-koldo-sueldo-10000-euros/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rui-paulo-sousa-amadora-ocupa-o-17-lugar-no-ranking-das-cidades-mais-perigosas-da-europa/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rui-paulo-sousa-amadora-ocupa-o-17-lugar-no-ranking-das-cidades-mais-perigosas-da-europa/
https://verifica.efe.com/red-uno-no-publico-un-sondeo-que-favorece-a-castillo-bolivia/
https://verifica.efe.com/red-uno-no-publico-un-sondeo-que-favorece-a-castillo-bolivia/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/el-gobierno-checo-declara-que-la-crisis-de-fertilidad-esta-vinculada-a-las-vacunas-contra-la-covid-19
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/el-gobierno-checo-declara-que-la-crisis-de-fertilidad-esta-vinculada-a-las-vacunas-contra-la-covid-19
https://maldita.es/malditaciencia/20250620/estudio-magnetismo-vacunas-covid19/

e |tis necessary to add salt and oil to fruit for it to be nutritious. (Newtral)

e The hepatitis B vaccine increases the risk of autism by 1,135%. (Maldita.es)

e Narratives related to natural remedies claimed to cure cancer. See more here.
(Poligrafo)

° laims against abortion alleging it has health consequences. such as breast cancer.
(Poligrafo)

Sexuality
e |mages circulating on social media allegedly showing LGBT+ Pride promotion in
Spain. (EFE Verifica)
Others | Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
e Disinformation linked to China’s alleged support for Palestine through the supposed

sending of planes with humanitarian aid and calls for a ceasefire. See more here.
(Maldita.es)

e (Claims that Palestinians share fake images of dead and injured people to exaggerate
the severity of Israeli attacks. See more here. (Maldita.es)

e Allegations that left-wing governments finance Hamas and Hezbollah. (Poligrafo)

5. Verifications on content created with Artificial Intelligence

Artificial intelligence-driven fact-checks were carried out by all
fact-checkers.

Both in Portugal and Spain, disinformation associated with Artificial Intelligence (Al) is
mainly concentrated in two major areas: international politics and armed conflicts,
particularly in the Middle East.

In the context of Middle Eastern conflicts, manipulated videos and images have become
widespread. The content varies between humanitarian aid in the Gaza Strip, footage of

destroyed or bombed areas or demonstrations of support for the Palestinian people.The


https://www.newtral.es/sal-aceite-fruta/20250724/
https://maldita.es/malditaciencia/20250703/vacunas-autismo-riesgo-1135-robert-f-kennedy/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/seguir-uma-dieta-alcalina-pode-prevenir-ou-curar-o-cancro/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/sumo-de-limao-e-bicarbonato-de-sodio-pode-curar-ou-prevenir-cancro/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/fazer-um-aborto-aumenta-o-risco-de-cancro-da-mama/
https://verifica.efe.com/tren-vagon-colores-lgtbi-espana-roma/
https://verifica.efe.com/tren-vagon-colores-lgtbi-espana-roma/
https://maldita.es/investigaciones/20250604/narrativa-falsa-china-lanza-ayuda-humanitaria-gaza-difusion-global/
https://maldita.es/investigaciones/20250604/narrativa-falsa-china-lanza-ayuda-humanitaria-gaza-difusion-global/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250602/ministro-china-cese-invasion-eeuu-israel-palestina/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250821/cadaver-palestino-bolsa-plastico-revive/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250821/cadaver-palestino-bolsa-plastico-revive/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250609/nino-palestino-fingiendo-herido/
http://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/jornal-israelita-noticiou-que-o-governo-do-brasil-financiou-o-hamas-e-o-hezbollah/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/sao-reais-estas-imagens-que-mostram-egipcios-a-lancarem-ao-mar-garrafas-com-comida-na-direcao-da-faixa-de-gaza/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-o-antes-e-depois-da-guerra-israel-hamas-na-faixa-de-gaza/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-o-antes-e-depois-da-guerra-israel-hamas-na-faixa-de-gaza/
https://www.newtral.es/futbolista-bandera-palestina/20250728/

use of Al to influence public opinion in armed conflicts also extends to the Russian invasion
of Ukraine and the tensions between Israel and Iran.

In international politics, Donald Trump is frequently at the centre of disinformation
campaigns in both Portugal and Spain. These narratives often aim to portray European
leaders as _inferior to Trump, undermining the credibility of European institutions. False
information about supposed decisions or measures taken by the former U.S. president also
circulates widely.

In Portugal, Al-generated disinformation is also common in content targeting public figures

and celebrities, particularly Cristiano Ronaldo. More recently, the death of Diogo Jota

triggered a new wave of Al-based disinformation.

In Spain, Al-generated disinformation mainly targets national political figures, focusing on
alleged corruption investigations, sexual scandals, and other cases of political misconduct.

6. Social Media Platforms Where More Cases of Disinformation
Were Detected

X was the most mentioned platform (all 4 fact-checkers contributing to this report identified
it as the main platform for information dissemination). WhatsApp, Telegram, and YouTube
were each mentioned once, while Facebook and TikTok were mentioned twice each.

Average number of verifications by fact-checkers in the quarter: 344

7. Disinformation trends that have been detected in Latin
America

In the third quarter of 2025, these were the main disinformation trends identified in Latin
America:

e Migration policies and other measures in the United States: One of the topics with
the most circulating disinformation in the region was the U.S. migration policy. False
content was also frequent around the conflict with Nicolas Maduro’s government
and military actions.

e Environment: Al-generated content was detected regarding climate events, such as
fake videos of incidents that never occurred or supposed records of real ones.


https://www.newtral.es/ucranianos-rusia-detener-guerra/20250721/
https://www.newtral.es/ucranianos-rusia-detener-guerra/20250721/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250627/ia-israel-iran-desinformar/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/esta-imagem-viral-dos-lideres-europeus-a-espera-da-reuniao-com-donald-trump-e-verdadeira/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/esta-imagem-viral-dos-lideres-europeus-a-espera-da-reuniao-com-donald-trump-e-verdadeira/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/una-imagen-muestra-a-los-lideres-europeos-esperando-en-un-pasillo-a-que-les-atienda-trump-despues-de-reunirse-con-zelenski
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/donald-trump-anunciou-o-cancelamento-do-mes-do-orgulho-lgbti-em-video-publicado-nas-redes-sociais/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/imagem-que-mostra-nova-estatua-de-cristiano-ronaldo-erguida-em-portugal-e-verdadeira/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ronaldo-e-georgina-casaram-em-segredo-no-ultimo-fim-de-semana-como-mostram-estas-fotografias/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/liverpool-removeu-estatua-de-diogo-jota-depois-de-viuva-se-ter-mostrado-surpreendida-e-emocionalmente-abalada/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/rihanna-lancou-novo-videoclip-com-cancao-que-presta-homenagem-a-diogo-jota/
https://www.newtral.es/videos-politicos-ia/20250704/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/irene-montero-ha-sido-acusada-por-un-eurodiputado-italiano-afin-a-meloni-de-sobornar-a-un-juez
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250703/investigacion-pilar-alegria-jueces-chantajes-sexuales/
https://www.newtral.es/cayetana-alvarez-de-toledo-rey-destitucion-sanchez/20250707/
https://factchequeado.com/verificaciones/20250519/camara-representantes-proyecto-reforma-video-2021/
https://efectococuyo.com/cocuyo-chequea/trump-falso-residencia-permanente/
https://www.agencialupa.org/jornalismo/2025/08/20/video-mostra-protesto-na-florida-e-nao-queda-do-governo-maduro-pelos-eua/
https://www.agencialupa.org/jornalismo/2025/08/20/video-mostra-protesto-na-florida-e-nao-queda-do-governo-maduro-pelos-eua/
https://chequeado.com/ultimas-noticias/es-falso-que-el-terremoto-de-rusia-fue-causado-por-el-proyecto-haarp/
https://verifica.efe.com/no-son-imagenes-de-una-ola-de-frio-en-ecuador-estan-generadas-con-ia/
https://cotejo.info/2025/08/falso-supuesto-tsunami-hawai-2025/

e Elections: As in previous periods, the most prevalent electoral disinformation in
Argentina, Bolivia, and Chile involved fake polls and alleged statements by
candidates.

e Use of artificial intelligence: During the last quarter, several Al-generated contents
were identified, depicting regional political leaders performing false actions or

delivering speeches that never happened.

This section of the report results from a collaboration between several Latin American
fact-checkers and IBERIFIER. The participating organizations are: Animal Politico (Mexico),
Cazadores de Fake News (Venezuela), La Silla Vacia (Colombia), and Chequeado (Argentina).
This initiative is part of the Observatory’s broader objective to expand its scope beyond the
Iberian Peninsula and tackle the challenge of disinformation within the Portuguese and
Spanish speaking regions.

To identify the main disinformation trends at the regional level, we used as our source the
Q3 2025 report published by LatamChequea (the network of Latin American fact-checking
organizations).

The report is based on information gathered from 28 LatamChequea partner organizations
across 16 countries and is part of the project “Promoting reliable information and fighting
disinformation in Latin America”, coordinated by Chequeado.

The full report is available here:

https://latamchequea.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Principales-tendencias-de-desinfor
macion-a-nivel-reqgional-Tercer-trimestre-2025.pdf

Fact-checkers that have contributed to this report

SPAIN
EFE Verifica

Maldita.es
Newtral

PORTUGAL
Poligrafo


https://chequeado.com/ultimas-noticias/circularon-videos-de-milei-y-kicillof-hechos-con-ia-como-identificarlos-y-como-cuidarse-de-estas-desinformaciones/
https://www.comprueba.cl/politica/la-foto-de-jeannette-jara-en-un-avion-hacia-espana-es-un-montaje/
https://www.comprueba.cl/politica/la-foto-de-jeannette-jara-en-un-avion-hacia-espana-es-un-montaje/
http://lupa.uol.com.br/jornalismo/2025/07/23/imagem-de-lula-beijando-a-mao-de-xi-jinping-foi-criada-por-ia
https://efectococuyo.com/cocuyo-chequea/inteligencia-artificial-venezuela/
https://animalpolitico.com/
https://www.cazadoresdefakenews.info/
https://www.lasillavacia.com/
https://chequeado.com/
https://latamchequea.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Principales-tendencias-de-desinformacion-a-nivel-regional-Tercer-trimestre-2025.pdf
https://latamchequea.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Principales-tendencias-de-desinformacion-a-nivel-regional-Tercer-trimestre-2025.pdf
https://verifica.efe.com/
https://maldita.es/
https://www.newtral.es/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/

IBERIFIER - Iberian Digital Media Observatory

IBERIFIER is a digital media observatory in Spain and Portugal funded by the European Commission,
linked to the European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO). It is made up of thirteen universities, five
fact-checking organizations and news agencies, and five multidisciplinary research centers.

Its main mission is to analyze the Iberian digital media ecosystem and tackle the problem of
misinformation. To do this, it focuses its research on five lines of work:

1. Research on the characteristics and trends of the Iberian digital media ecosystem.
2. Development of computational technologies for the early detection of misinformation.
3. Fact-checking of misinformation in the Iberian territory.

4. Strategic reports on threats of disinformation, both for public knowledge and for the
authorities of Spain and Portugal.

5. Promotion of media literacy initiatives, aimed at journalists and informants, young people
and society as a whole.

For more information look for the project website iberifier.eu and the Twitter account @iberifier.

Website: jberifier.eu

X: @iberifier

Instagram: @iberifier

Report coordinators:

Filipe Pardal (filipepardal@poligrafo.pt)
Pablo Hernandez Escayola (phernandez@maldita.es)

IBERIFIER coordinator:
Ramodn Salaverria (rsalaver@unav.es)



https://iberifier.eu/
https://x.com/iberifier
https://iberifier.eu/
https://twitter.com/iberifier
https://www.instagram.com/iberifier/
mailto:filipepardal@poligrafo.pt
mailto:phernandez@maldita.es
mailto:rsalaver@unav.es
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